
New Beginnings and New Opportunities!   
From the PastorDear Parents, Faculty, Parishioners 

and Friends,

Welcome to a new academic year!  

One of my favorite verses in the Old 
Testament is from the Prophet Isaiah.  
It states: “This is what the Lord says: 
Forget the former things; do not dwell 
on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! 
Now it springs up; do you not perceive 
it?” New beginnings, a new start, a “do-
over,” a second chance, all connote new 
possibilities and opportunities for a 
bright and hope-filled future.  

Speaking of new beginnings, we 
welcome Dr. Henry Wroblewski as 
the new Principal of Saint Augustine 
Catholic School as we launch the 2022-
2023 academic year.  He is not only new 
to us, but we are new to him.  So we 
look forward to seeing and benefitting 
from the experience and gifts that he 
brings to our school community and he 
assures me that he is looking forward 
to discovering and being enriched by 
the extraordinary history and legacy of 
Saint Augustine Catholic Church and 
School of which he is now privileged to 

be a part.  

Speaking of this legacy, while the 
scripture quote above exhorts us not 
to “dwell” on the past we can certainly 
learn and be inspired by its positive 
elements as we take on the present and 
future.  Everyone who is invested in our 
school today, in 2022, whether faculty, 
staff, parents, parishioners, alumni and 
benefactors stand on the shoulders of 

heroic men and women of faith, hope 
and great courage.   We are wise to 
never forget them.  

This includes the noble and 
dedicated work of the Oblate Sisters 
of Providence who, for nearly a 
century, were fiercely committed to 
providing a solid academic, moral and 
faith foundation to black children in a 
society and church that did not value 
them.  This also includes the black 
Catholic parishioners of Saint Martin de 
Porres Chapel located in the basement 
of Saint Matthew’s Church who in 1858 
insisted on providing a Catholic school 
education to their children even as the 
horror of slavery was still the law of the 
land. 

Other lay parishioners worthy 
of our recollection include Daniel 
Rudd, journalist and founder of the 
American Catholic Tribune which was 
the first Black-owned and operated 
national Catholic newspaper tracing 
its roots back to 1885. Rudd was also 
the organizer and convener of the first 
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From the President’s Desk

Dear Alumni, Parishioners, Parents 
& Friends,

Welcome to the 2022-2023 
school year.

I warmly welcome everyone to 
an exciting year, when we learn more 
about faith in our God, who kept us 
safe through COVID and is still our 
shield for the future. This year our 
theme is, “Walk by faith not. by sight” 
(2 Corinthians 5:7).   

We will share our faith stories and 
encourage each other to walk with God 
to become better versions of ourselves.

 From September to December, we 
will learn from Abraham, our father in 
faith, who teaches us to walk by faith.

From January to March, we will 
look at the inspiring faith story of Noah. 
He teaches us that by walking by faith, 
people will laugh at us but trusting and 
following God brings faith.

From April to June, we will learn 
about Joseph, the foster father of 

Jesus, and his humility and faith. Joseph 
walked by faith and followed God’s 
directives to care for Jesus and Mary.

Saint Augustine of Hippo, our 
patron saint teaches us that faith is 
“What you do not see, the reward of 
this Faith is to see what you believe” 
As we start the school year, let us go 
forth in the trust that our faith will carry 
us through to a successful and fruitful 
year.

Sincerely,

Sister Emmanuella Ladipo, HHCJ 

Graduation Highlights

Saludatorian Speech
Siron Demissie

“When I got here, I was 
known as a quiet, smart kid.” 

“These teachers here really 
do as much as they can to help us 
succeed.” 

“I thank every teacher for not 
giving up on us and helping us to 
get to this point.”

The Class of 2022 eighth grade at Saint Augustine Catholic School graduated on June 5.  
Here are highlights from the Valedictorian and Saludatorian speeches.

Valedictorian Speech
Nathaniel Ezra

“We adapted, we endured. We 
were consistent and resilient, all 
of which are the building blocks 
for success. So name it, we have it. 
We were blessed with a wonderful 
support system.”

“Thank you for all that you have 
done, not just in the classroom, but 
teaching us about life.”

“St. Augustine is a school that 
has taught us the importance of God 

in our lives. We have learned a lot 
about God and the importance 
of his love for us, as well as the 
importance of practicing our 
faith.”

“We have been provided all 
the tools we need to succeed from 
St. Augustine Catholic School. 
Our foundation is truly strong, so 
let’s go and push forward.”

Nathaniel earned a four-year, 
full tuition academic scholarship to 
Gonzaga College High School.
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Dr. Wroblewski becomes new principal  
of Saint Augustine

Dr. Henry Wroblewski is the new 
principal of Saint Augustine Catholic 
School.

He brings to the school more 
than 40 years of experience as a 
Catholic school teacher and principal, 
including the last dozen years, where 
he taught Advanced Algebra, Religion, 
Science, and Social Studies, showing a 
remarkable range as a teacher, at Saint 
Francis International School in Silver 
Spring.

Rather than sit in his office much 
of the day, he plans to be engaged 
with teachers and students in the 
classrooms. “I’m looking forward to 
continuing the faith development of 
the school community and to visiting 
classrooms daily.”

Through a Cardinal Baum 
Scholarship with the Archdiocese of 
Washington’s Catholic Schools Office, 
he earned a doctorate in Educational 
Leadership from Notre Dame University 
of Maryland, working on a dissertation 
on evaluation systems for Catholic 
elementary school principals. In the 
process of working on the dissertation, 
Dr. Wroblewski contacted 50 Catholic 
dioceses along the East Coast of the 
United States, finding that two-thirds 
of them have specific evaluations and 
instruments for evaluating Catholic 
elementary school principals.

He began working in Catholic 
education 42 years ago, in 1980 at St. 
Ambrose School in Cheverly, where he 
worked for 17 years, including teaching 
and serving as assistant principal. There, 
he began to understand the need for 
parent involvement and the formation 
of a faith community.

The former Carmelite brother in 
1997 moved to St. Joseph’s School in 
Beltsville, where he served as principal 
for six years. During that period, he 

earned a Master’s degree in Catholic 
University of America.

Then, he became the principal 
of St. Mary’s Star of the Sea School in 
Indian Head, Md., but that Southern 
Maryland school closed after four years, 
so in 2007, he joined the teaching staff 
at St. Camillus School in Silver Spring.

“I love teaching,” he said in a 2021 
interview, describing his methods 
with his 120 middle school students 
at St. Francis International School as 
“hands-on.” He said then that at times, 
his students have enjoyed Science lab 
classes so much that they do not want 
to leave the classroom for recess. 

Dr. Wroblewski brought a great 
deal of energy to SFIS when the 
school launched from the merger of 

St. Mark the Evangelist School and St. 
Camillus School in 2010, launching a 
Science Technology Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) program, as well 
as a Theatre Club and Yearbook Club. 
He also headed the Garden Club. 

Dr. Wroblewski wanted to limit 
the STEM Club to 30 students and 
meet once a week, but the demand so 
strong that he formed two groups of 30 
students, each with a weekly meeting. 
The STEM Club members learned how 
to make lightbulbs and how electricity 
works. Working with simple materials 
like dry ice, Dr. Wroblewski applied 
concepts from chemistry and robotics. 
Just as he did with his dissertation, Dr. 
Wroblewski tests hypotheses and ideas 
with his students.

One main difference between 
teaching and being a principal, 
according to Dr. Wroblewski, is that a 
teacher’s day is more predictable than 
that of a principal, where a school 
leader can find each day quite different 
than the previous one, in part based 
on challenges having to do with school 
facilities, staffing, and other issues. 
Despite its unpredictable nature, the 
principal’s day is a welcome challenge.

Dr. Wroblewski and his wife live in 
Bowie, Md., and enjoy spending time 
with their grandchildren.

Do you know a young person aged 3 through 14 years old who could 
benefit from a Catholic education?

Saint Augustine Catholic School (PK3 through 8th grade) is enrolling 
for the 2022-2023 school year. We are one of the most affordable Catholic 
schools in the area, with a per-pupil tuition rate of $6,500.00. Our young 
graduates earn admissions offers at top local high schools, including 
Academy of Holy Cross, Georgetown Day School, Georgetown Prep, 
Georgetown Visitation, Gonzaga, St. Anselm’s, and St. John’s.

Please visit our website at www.staug-dc.org or call our Admissions 
Office at 202-667-2608 for more information.

Enrollment for 2022-2023 school year

2022-2023 school year theme: 
“Walk by faith, not by light” (2 Corinthians 5:7)



Cheryl Hanton Golden Apple Award
Mrs. Cheryl (Foster) Hanton, 

fifth grade teacher at Saint Augustine 
Catholic School, on May 31 won the 
Golden Apple Award for teaching 
excellence in the Archdiocese of 
Washington.

At a surprise ceremony at St. 
Augustine Catholic Church, Mr. Chris 
Buchleitner, associate superintendent 
of school for the Archdiocese of 
Washington, gave Mrs. Hanton the 
award, as Saint Augustine School 
students, staff, and friends and family 
of Mrs. Hanton looked on.

Golden Apple Awards are given 
annually to ten educators based on 
excellence in instructional strategies, 
Catholic identity, and knowledge 
of curriculum. The Archdiocese of 
Washington includes 52 K-8 schools 
in Washington, D.C., and five counties 
in Maryland. Mrs. Erica Iweanoge, a 
school parent, nominated Mrs. Hanton 
for the award.

“Thank you to God. To God be the 
glory,” a visibly moved Mrs. Hanton 
said. The award includes a $5,000 
prize, certificate, and golden apple. 
Sister Jane Onyeneri, HHCJ, who was 
then the director of religious education 
at St. Augustine, was the school’s last 
Golden Apple Award winner, in 2011.

Interviewed after receiving her 
award, Mrs. Hanton said that she tries 
to teach all of her students as though 
they were her children or grandchildren, 
both challenging them and showing 
them love as though the children were 
her fresh and blood. 

“She gives 100 percent,” said 
Alphonzo Walker, who attended Saint 
Augustine through sixth grade in the 
Class of 1996 and has become an 
“adopted son” of Mrs. Hanton. “She’s 
down to earth, so you can discuss 
anything on your mind with her.” Mrs. 
Hanton’s son Michael Hanton ’02 and 
her daughter Alaia Hanton ’00, along 

with Mrs. Hanton’s two granddaughters, 
one of whom is a seventh grader, while 
the other graduated from St. Augustine 
last year, attended the May 31 award 
event.

Fr. Patrick A. Smith, pastor of St. 
Augustine, complimented Mrs. Hanton 
for exercising her gift of teaching at 
St. Augustine through difficulties and 
challenges. “You fought the good 
fight,” he said. As their children were 
making their way as young adults, Mrs. 
Hanton’s husband Von Hanton, passed 
away in 2016.

Born in the District of Columbia, 
Mrs. Hanton and her family moved to 
Prince George’s County when she was 
young, and after beginning elementary 
school at Our Lady Queen of Peace 
School, S.E., she graduated from St. 
Margaret of Scotland School in Seat 
Pleasant and attended high school at 
St. Cecelia’s Academy.

After initially studying to be a 
surgical nurse at Howard University, 
she realized that healthcare was not 
an optimal career for her after a trip to 
the city morgue. She changed her major 
to Elementary Education with a minor 
in Psychology and completed student 
teaching assignments in the Pre-
Kindergarten and Kindergarten levels.

Hired by Sister Barbara Spears, 
O.S.P., principal of St. Augustine, soon 
after her friend Ms. Avis Baltimore, 
weeks after their Howard graduation in 
1976, Mrs. Hanton and her fifth-grade 
class shared the second room of the St. 
Augustine School building with another 
school that leased the space, while the 
rest of the middle school occupied the 
first floor and basement of the school 
building, and the primary grades (K-
4) occupied the school building at 
Bishop’s Gate.  

Early in her teaching career, Mrs. 
Hanton learned to put in extra effort to 
engage with students who might be the 
“class clown” or might have difficulty 
learning, and in doing so, her students 
tended to learn more. She would 
discipline her students firmly but with 
kindness and fairness.

“I fell in love with the students, the 
school, and the staff,” she said of her 
early months at St. Augustine. Early in 
her work at the school, she decided she 
did not want to teach anywhere else. 

Mrs. Hanton earned a Master’s 
degree from Grand Canyon University 
in 2009. 
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Desegregation opened up opportunities for one 
St. Augustine alumna

When Joyce (Simmons) Jamison 
’50 was a student at Saint Augustine, 
Archbishop Patrick O’Boyle 
desegregated Catholic high schools in 
the Archdiocese of Washington, soon 
after his arrival in the nation’s capital 
in 1948, leading to a world of options 
for African-American students. Later, in 
1954, in its Brown v. Board of Education 
decision, the U.S. Supreme Court struck 
down as unconstitutional the “separate 
but equal” segregated public school 
system in place in the southern states 
of the U.S. 

She called O’Boyle’s action 
“low-key,” one that was announced 
to Catholic school parents. Oblate 
Sisters of Providence at St. Augustine 
wrote recommendations and “steered 
students to certain schools” based on 
their academic performance and other 
factors. 

After graduating from the eighth 
grade at St. Augustine, young Joyce 
attended Academy of Notre Dame, 
located near Gonzaga College High 
School on North Capitol Street, taking 
streetcars from her family’s house at 38 
S Street, near North Capitol Street. At 
the Academy of Notre Dame, she wore 
a uniform for the first time, since St. 
Augustine School did not require one 
when she attended.

The Simmons family’s Catholic 
roots run deep, with Joyce’s grandfather 
baptized in 1894 at St. Cyprian Parish. 
Joyce entered St. Augustine at the 
third grade, after previously attending 
Garrison Elementary School. In part 
due to the lack of options for African-
American students, four of her St. 
Augustine classmates came to the 
school from Maryland, including Seat 
Pleasant, by streetcar.

Former generations, such as 
Joyce’s parents, entrusted educators 

such as the Oblate Sisters, with their 
children’s education, and rarely asked 
questions about disciplinary matters. 
“Parents were very willing to let the 
school be in control. You saw it as a 
place that was doing right by you,” she 
said. Joyce remembers Sister Claver, 
O.S.P., at St. Augustine being “a force,” 
but said that some Oblates had a gift 
for teaching, while others were not so 
effective. With many happy memories 
from St. Augustine, she continues to 
support her alma mater.

Joyce was the oldest of six 
siblings, born over 20 years, given 
more responsibility within the family. 
Her mother entered the workforce as 
a clerk typist for the War Department 
on Constitutional Avenue. “I was very 
fortunate to be raised in a family with 
two parents,” she said. 

After Notre Dame, Joyce became 
the first in her family to attend college, 
and she matriculated from Miner 
Teachers College, which trained Black 
teachers for DC public school jobs 
for nearly 70 years (1890 to 1950s), 
when the District of Columbia had a 
segregated school system. In 1958, 
she began a 42-year career at District 
of Columbia Public Schools, where 
she was initially a teacher and reading 
specialist and later a principal and 

administrator.

Her career highlights included 
serving as principal of McGogney 
Elementary School in Southeast 
Washington, from 1969 to 1989, 
an overcrowded school initially with 
1,400 students that later had half that 
enrollment, as new schools opened. 
Southeast Washington was undergoing 
dramatic change during her time there, 
with African-American residents of 
Southwest Washington being displaced 
from their neighborhoods through 
imminent domain by urban renewal 
and the building of Interstate 395, 
many of them moving to Southeast 
Washington, a formerly white working 
class area that witnessed dramatic 
white flight. Anacostia became a 
hotbed for African-American activism, 
with parents demanding more control 
through the Anacostia Community 
School Board.

From 1997 to 2000, she served 
as assistant superintendent for DCPS, 
overseeing day-to-day operations and 
oversight for 30 elementary schools 
throughout the city. As an administrator, 
she found that “evaluating teachers can 
be very difficult.” She tried to do what 
she could to “see the best in everybody.” 

Joyce was married for 31 years to 
the late Vandy Jamison, who served as 
principal at Green Elementary School 
for 25 years, but she was widowed in 
1990. They raised their two children, 
Janice and Vandy, Jr., in Southeast 
Washington – where Joyce continues 
to live – and the Jamison children are 
lawyers with impressive resumes – 
Morehouse University, Howard Law 
School, University of Virginia, and 
George Washington University Law 
School- but it has been challenging 
convincing the younger generations to 

Continued on page 6



Saint Augustine Catholic School 
has welcomed three new teachers for 
the 2022-2023 school year.

Ms. Malika 
Bryant (Art) – 
is a native of 
Philadelphia and 
South Carolina 
and came to live 
in the District of 

Columbia with her family during her 
early teen years. After working in a 
corporate job, in 2011, she felt the 
desire to teach. In 2011, she began 
working as a teaching assistant at 
District of Columbia Public Schools 
and in 2012, she went back to school, 
eventually earning a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Early Childhood Education.

In 2015, she Ms. Bryant became an 
Art teacher. “I just love the creativity,” 
she said of being an Art teacher. “With 
art, it’s just freedom,” she added, 
giving students a healthy outlet, 
when other classes have more focus 
on memorization and following more 
exacting rules. She likes St. Augustine 

School because it’s “small and quaint.” 
She will work at St. Augustine School on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays.

Dr. Thomas 
Irving, Ph.D. 
(Eighth Grade 
Homeroom/Middle 
School English 
Language Arts) – 
grew up in The 

Bronx, N.Y., and worked as a middle 
school and high school teacher in 
Montgomery County, Md., and the 
District of Columbia from 1984 to 
2012. Dr. Irving holds a doctorate 
in Academic Leadership from North 
Central University, in addition to a 
Master of Arts in Curriculum and 
Instruction, and a Bachelor of Arts in 
English. 

After taking some time off from 
being a classroom teacher in 2012, as 
a result of the passing of his mother, 
Dr. Irving began teaching online to 
inmates the D.C. Jail, as well as General 
Education Degree classes. “God put me 
here,” he said of coming to St. Augustine. 

“This is not by happenstance.” Dr. 
Irving’s experience has enabled him 
to have a better understanding for 
why some students do not succeed 
in school, which can include in many 
instances a lack of motivation because 
of problems at home.

Ms. Lisbeth 
M. May (Spanish) 
– is a native of 
Venezuela and has 
lived in the United 
States for more 
than 20 years. She 

sent her two sons to St. James Catholic 
School in Falls Church, Va., where she 
began working as a substitute teacher 
in 2004, after earning a bachelor’s 
degree in law in Venezuela. During the 
last 18 years, she has worked at three 
Catholic schools and served as a tutor 
and yoga teacher, a form of exercise 
that holds particular interest for her. 

“I really love teaching,” she said. St. 
Augustine “reminds me of St. James,” 
she said. 

practice the Catholic faith, a problem 
encountered by many older Catholics 
in the U.S. 

She’s proud of her six grandchildren, 
who include students and alumni at 
Amherst, Columbia University, Cornell 
University, New York University, 
University of Virginia, and a U.S. Naval 
Academy. Her family is obviously close-
knit, and she speaks to her son and 
daughter every day, even though her 
daughter lives in Los Angeles.

“It was a good time to be alive,” she 
said of her upbringing in the 1940s and 
1950s. “Things opened up, and there 
were new opportunities.” 

Ten students from Mrs. Jacquelyn Thornton’s Kindergarten class hold up a 
picture book they read in June, Who Is My Neighbor? by Amy-Jill Levine and 
Sandy Eisenberg Sasso. Echoing Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan, the 
book helps young readers learn more about kindness and empathy and doing 
the right thing.

New teacher feature

Desegregation opened up 
opportunities..

Continued from page 5
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national Colored Catholic Congress in 
1889 that was held at Saint Augustine 
Church.  Another parishioner, 
Thomas Wyatt Turner, a scientist and 
contemporary with George Washington 
Carver, founded the Federated Colored 
Catholics, which opposed racial 
discrimination in the Catholic Church 
and Church organizations in the United 
States.  Like Mr. Rudd, Turner was 
another prophetic voice to the Catholic 
bishops of the United States and the 
Pope in Rome, to whom he and his 
organization regularly communicated 
in writing.  

But these two had something else 
in common: a passion for education 
and a deep love and devotion for their 
Catholic Faith.  But this didn’t happen 
by accident.  Their parents passed this 
faith on to them; just like the parents 
of many of our students do for their 
children today.  As a Saint Augustine 
School Community, we must always 
remember our past to propel us into 
a bright future.  But remember, God 
is doing something new and I have 
no doubt that this includes raising up 
new heroes and heroines of faith and 
courage in our day.  Maybe, you... 

Dare to believe that our best days 
are ahead of us!   

Sincerely in Christ,   

Rev. Patrick A. Smith
Pastor

From the Pastor
Continued from page 1

• Saint Augustine School has 75 Chromebooks that we are preparing to 
receive for our middle school students (Grades 6-8) through a federal grant.

• Our school now has three staff members who hold doctorate degrees. We 
want to lead by example in helping our students be lifelong learners.

• To build our enrollment, we are actively involved in introducing and 
reintroducing ourselves to local, community partners, such as Catholic 
parishes that do not have schools, day care centers, and other community 
organizations.

• We have new teachers in Art, Middle School Language Arts, and Spanish. 
We look forward to introducing them to you, while we also thank Ms. Irma 
Francis, Ms. Karen Ross, and Ms. Laura Navarro, respectively, for their 
dedicated efforts to our students and families.  

• Do you own stock?
• Are you looking for the most tax efficient way to support St. Augustine Parish?
• If you own stock that has appreciated for more than a year and donate it to St. 

Augustine, you are giving 20 percent more than if you sold the stock and made 
the cash donation

• The minimum federal capital gains tax rate is 20 percent on long term holdings, 
and making a stock donation to St. Augustine enables you to avoid such taxes

• St. Augustine Parish has a Wells Fargo Advisors account to facilitate stock 
donations

Contact: Bill Murray, bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org | 240-418-5427

News from St. Augustine

Stock Donations to St. Augustine Parish

Do you work for an organization 
that participates in the United Way 
or Combined Federal Campaign 
programs? Please consider 
supporting St. Augustine Catholic 
School (CFC #20000/United Way 
#9670) during this open enrollment 
season. We have been working in the 
community since 1858, faithful to 
our mission in promoting students in 
PreK-3 through 8th Grade and their 

intellectual and moral growth so that 
they may provide leadership in a 
global society.

If you have any questions or 
would like to let us know you have 
made a pledge, please contact Bill 
Murray, development director, at 
bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org or 
240-418-5427. You can also visit our 
website at www.staug-dc.org. Thank 
you!

CFC/United Way Support

2022-2023 school year theme: 
“Walk by faith, not by light” (2 Corinthians 5:7)

In Memoriam
Cecelia (Joy) Alexander ‘52

Michele Joy ‘64

May the souls of the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy of 
God, rest in peace.
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